
July 2015 

1 
 

Levi Cooper 
 

613 Rakefet St, Zur Hadassa 9987500, Israel 

Cellular phone: +972-506905490 

Email: levicoops@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Publications 

 

 

Refereed publications – published 

1. ‘Towards a Judicial Biography of Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liady,’ Journal of Law and 
Religion 30, no. 1 (February 2015): 107-135 
 

2. ‘“But I Will Tell of Their Deeds”: Retelling a Hasidic Tale about the Power of 
Storytelling,’ Journal of Jewish Thought and Philosophy 22, no. 2 (2014): 127-163 
 

3. ‘The Blessing over the Sun Ceremony in Contemporary Hasidic Courts,’ Daat 77 
(2014): 183-207 [Hebrew] 
 

4. ‘Tykocin and Włodawa: A Tale of Two Treasures,’ Toronto Journal of Jewish Thought 4 
(2014), http://tjjt.cjs.utoronto.ca/a-tale-of-two-cities 
 

5. ‘The Assimilation of Tikkun Olam,’ Jewish Political Studies Review 25, no. 3-4 (Fall 
2013): 10-42 
 

6. ‘Bitter Herbs in Hasidic Galicia,’ Jewish Studies, an Internet Journal 12 (2013): 1-40, 
http://www.biu.ac.il/JS/JSIJ/12-2013/Cooper.pdf  
 

7. ‘On Etkes’ Ba‘al Ha-Tanya,’ Diné Israel 29 (2013): 177-189 

 

Refereed publications – accepted for publication 

8. ‘Mysteries of the Paratext: Why did Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liady Never Publish 
his Code of Law?’ Diné Israel 31 (2015) 
 

9. ‘Jewish Law, Hasidic Lore, and Hollywood Legend,’ Critical Analysis of Law 2, no. 2 
(fall 2015) 
 

10. ‘Legislation for Education: The Munkács Regulations Enacted by Rabbi Tsevi 
Elimelekh of Dynów,’ Polin: Studies in Polish Jewry 30 (2017) 
 

11. ‘Culpability for Curses in Jewish Law and Mystical Lore,’ in Wizards vs. Muggles: 
Exploring Identity Through Harry Potter, ed. Christopher Bell, Jefferson, NC: 
McFarland  
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12. ‘Against the Flow of the Raging Waters: The Hasidic Master of Munkács Rabbi 
Chaim Elazar Shapira,’ in The Gdoilim: Men who Shaped the Haredi Community in Israel, 
ed. B. Brown and N. Leon, The Van Leer Jerusalem Institute [Hebrew] 
 

13. ‘Rabbinate, Law, Erudition: Unknown Aspects of the Life of Rabbi Levi Yitsh ̣ak of 

Berdyczów,’ Rabbi Levi Yitsh ̣ak of Berdyczów: Collected Studies, ed. Z. Mark, Ramat-
Gan: Bar-Ilan University Press [Hebrew] 
 

14. ‘Custom in the ‘Arukh Ha-Shulh ̣an and Custom in the Mishna Berura,’ in Darkei 
Daniel: Festschrift in honour of Prof. Daniel Sperber, ed. A. Ferziger and A. Hollander, 
Ramat-Gan: Bar-Ilan University Press [Hebrew] 
 

15. ‘Good Fridays: The Pre-Sabbath Mystical Experience of Rabbi Elimelekh of 
Lizhensk,’ in Essays for a Jewish Lifetime: Burton D. Morris Jubilee Volume, ed. 
Menachem Butler and Marian E. Frankston, New York: Hakirah Press 
 

 

 

Books 

Relics for the Present: Contemporary Reflections on the Talmud, Volume II, forthcoming 2015 

Relics for the Present: Contemporary Reflections on the Talmud, New Milford: Maggid Books, 2012 

 

 

Regular columns in the print media 

Jerusalem Post, ‘World of the Sages’ – column exploring contemporary relevance of 

passages in the Talmud (2005-2009)  

Jerusalem Post, ‘The Tisch’ – column on Hasidism (2010 – present) 
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Jewish Educational Leadership, contributing editor (2003-present) 

The Lookstein Center for Jewish Education, Bar-Ilan University, www.lookstein.org 

 

‘A Baghdadi Mystery: Rabbi Yosef Hayim and Torah Lishmah,’ Jewish Educational Leadership, 
forthcoming  

‘Elias Levi: The Rangoon Rabbi,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 13, no. 1 (2014): 58-62 

‘A Tunisian Skill-Based Program,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 12, no. 2 (2014): 57-63 

‘Divide and Learn,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 12, no. 1 (2013): 59-63 

‘The Tikkun Olam Catch-All,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 11, no. 1 (2013): 46-53  

‘An Ethos of Empowerment,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 10, no. 2 (2012): 57-63 

‘Goals of Assessment in Traditional Jewish Educational Institutions,’ Jewish Educational 
Leadership 10, no. 1 (2011): 48-55 

‘The Cantorial Performance,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 9, no. 3 (2011): 56-63 

‘D.I.Y. Mivkeh: The Challenge of Encouraging Commitment,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 9, 
no. 2 (2011): 58-63 

‘Technology Replacing Upgrading Teachers,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 9, no. 1 (2010): 
58-63 

‘The Last Will and Testament of Rabbi David Friesenhausen,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 
8, no. 3 (2010): 55-62 

‘Regulations for the Support of Torah Education,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 8, no. 2 
(2010): 60-63 

‘Challenges of Commemoration,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 8, no. 1 (2009): 57-63 

‘The Choreographed Seder Night,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 7, no. 3 (2009): 57-63 

‘God of our Ancestors: Biological Ancestry and Spiritual Roots in the Prayers of Converts,’ 
Jewish Educational Leadership 7, no. 2 (2009): 58-63 

‘Hebrew in the Eyes of a Hasidic Master,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 7, no. 1 (2008): 58-62 

‘The Rightful Heirs of Sarah Schenirer,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 6, no. 3 (2008): 58-63 

‘A Leisurely Game of Cards,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 6, no. 2 (2008): 59-63 

‘A Fellowship of Spiritual Development,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 6, no. 1 (2007): 46-48 

‘Seeking Spirituality Outside Torah,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 5, no. 2 (2007): 44-46 

‘The Legacy of the Piaseczno Rebbe,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 5, no. 1 (2006): 51-54  

‘A Remnant of Tiktin,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 4 (2005): 42-46 

‘Learning the Laws by Rote,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 3 (2004): 56-61  

‘The Revenge of the Letters and Vowels,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 2 (2004): 68-71 

‘Innovative Methodologies for Disinterested Students,’ Jewish Educational Leadership 1 
(2003): 62-63 
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Educational publications 

Shivtei Yisrael, Camp Moshava, Bnei Akiva, educational guide for Camp Moshava, 
Pennsylvania, 2005 

Family Redeemed: Guidebook for Self Study, The Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik Institute.  
Workbook designed to be used in high schools in Israel and in the Diaspora, 2004 [Hebrew 
and English] 

Nivneh Artzenu, Camp Moshava, Bnei Akiva, educational guide for Camp Moshava, 
Pennsylvania, 2004 

Introduction to Mishnah: Student Workbook and Mentor Guidebook, Yeshivah of Flatbush High 
School.  Workbook designed to accompany Advanced Placement course Introduction to 
Mishnah, for use in American high schools, 2003 

Introduction to Midrash Aggadah: Student Workbook and Mentor Guidebook, Pardes Institute of 
Jewish Studies.  Workbook designed to accompany Advanced Placement course Introduction 
to Midrash Aggadah, for use in American high schools, 2002 

Parshat Lech Lecha: A Self Study Guide, published by Yeshivat Ma‘ayanot, Jerusalem, 2000 

  



July 2015 

5 
 

 

 

Non-Refereed Articles 

‘The Sandomierz Painting of a Blood Libel: Exploring the Halakhic Limits of the 
Educational Experience,’ in Sha‘ali Serufa Ba-’esh: Studies on the Holocaust, ed. A. Hendler, 
Shaalvim [Hebrew], forthcoming 

‘Harry Potter, per le gelatine serve una berachà: Una prospettiva rabbinica inedita sul 
capolavoro di JK Rowling,’ Pagine Ebraiche, July 2015, 20-21, 
http://moked.it/paginebraiche/files/2009/08/PE-07-2015_LR.pdf [Italian] 

‘The Oppositional Hasidic Master,’ Segula 38 (June 2013): 48-57 [Hebrew] = ‘The 
Reactionary Rebbe,’ Segula 20 (January 2014): 44-51 

The Mizhinik and the Mizhinke, second edition, Jerusalem 2013 [Hebrew and English] 

Berakhot Ya‘ateh Moreh: Timepieces in Hasidic Lore, Zur Hadassa: Devarim Meiheksheram 
Publishing, 2010 [Hebrew] 

‘In the Twilight Zone: Counting the Omer Early,’ Milin Havivin 3 (2007): 34-41 [Hebrew] 

‘The Price of Leadership: Responding to Brazen Attacks on Leaders,’ in HaMelucha 
VeHaMemshala: Issues of Authority and Leadership, Shaalvim 2007, pp. 57-68 [Hebrew and 
English] 

Mizhinke, Jerusalem 2006 [Hebrew and English] 

‘Beneficial Acquisition on Behalf of an Absent Person in the Writings of Maimonides, part 
2,’ Or Hamizrach 51, no. 3-4 (2006): 51-69 [Hebrew] 

‘The Appropriate Time for Selihot Recitation: Establishing a Custom in a New Community,’ 
Tzohar 26 (Summer 2006): 9-18 [Hebrew] 

‘Drama and Genealogy: A New Perspective on Textual Aberration’; ‘The Torah: A Legal 
Treatise, History Record or Guidebook?’ in Moshe Weiss, Five Generations, Jerusalem: 
Graphos Publishing, 2006, pp. 7-10, 85-88 

‘Beneficial Acquisition on Behalf of an Absent Person in the Writings of Maimonides, part 
1,’ Or Hamizrach 51, no. 1-2 (2005): 55-77 [Hebrew] 

‘Identifying a Biblical Source for the Authority of Custom,’ Basadeh (2005): 1-7 [Hebrew] 

Royal Connections: Hasidic Masters from the House of Ruzhin-Boyan and Hasidic Masters from the 
House of Habad, Jerusalem, 2004 [Hebrew/Yiddish] 

‘Holy Writings: What are they and when may they be saved from fire?’ Basadeh (2003): 24-
28 [Hebrew] 

‘Learning on Nittel,’ Kovetz Haaros Hatemimim Ve'anash 90 (2001): 113-117 [Hebrew] 

Heritage Haggadah Companion: Selections for the Seder Table Dedicated to the Memory of Polish Jewry, 
co-authored with Dr. David Bernstein, Jerusalem 1999 

‘Greenery on Shavuot,’ Sinai 120 (1997): 230-250 [Hebrew] 

‘Serving the Wise,’ Sha‘alei Da‘at 8 (1997): 154-159 [Hebrew] 

http://moked.it/paginebraiche/files/2009/08/PE-07-2015_LR.pdf

